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1.
What are the alternatives to ASBOS?
· Proper services that don’t close at 5pm and weekends

· Basic and supervised play facilities

· Facilities not being used/ not shared e.g. Sheriff Street

· Services not picking up on kids that really need them.

· Parks close too early especially in summer
· Better relations / build trust between gardai and community

· Garda training include community placement (build understanding)

· Local policing boards- local and community rep-input key

· With gardai – div programmes not really- stress with trainees
· ASBO open to abuse 

· Powers already there- DCC, judges

· Actions with young people locally and early (prevention)

2. Do they work?

· Children’s Act in place- not resourced

· ASBO, anti-social behaviour orders criminalise , make things worse

· DIV, programmes budgets cut- €into custody more expensive

· Lack of basic facilities- childcare

· Resources, resources not there

· Community and family support and mediation

· Schools expel; suspend kids or can’t cater for these kids/ not  resourced (good e.g. Larkin College)

· Stress on prevention / support

· Develop a local anti-social behaviour strategy with all key agencies and community

· Involve young people in any strategy

· Also involve local people, elderly and vulnerable empower them in process

· Better information sharing/ cooperation between agencies and families around children’s needs

· More gardai on the ground

Alternatives

· YPAR

· Children’s Act, JLO’s, Youth Diversion Projects

· Adult education- social awareness

· Public Order Act (existing)

· Referral System

· Peer Education

· CPF

· Community Service

· Existing Criminal Justice System

· Restorative Justice

· Civic Education- as part of school curriculum- needs to be constantly updated re: relevance to young people

2. Do they Work

· Potentially-if resourced properly

· No- funders are so far removed from ‘ground level work

· Teachers, trainers etc. need more of a ‘hands on; sense of young people’s environment

· Gaps in services- after hours etc. big problem

· Need to learn from Housing Act in relation to what comes forward from ASBOs.

3. How can they be improved?

· National Crime Council prevention Strategy- take the action off the shelf and act on it

· Need to resource and implement the Children’s Act

· Research Restorative Justice

· Create more social awareness at school level

· Fill the gaps- more night time and weekend facilities and outreach workers

· More consultation, involvement and empowerment of young people
· YPAR to be fully resourced to get the most from it

1.
Alternatives
· Garda Youth Diversion 

· Nickol, A.S.P., Hay, Dime

· Other existing services (youth, education etc.)

· YPAR; Breaking the Cycle

2. Do they work

· Lack of alternatives

· Lack of resources

· Lack of staff and after hours services

· Lack of access to existing services

· People working together to integrate services but getting very little progress (e.g. RAPID)

· Need for integration
· Children who are not engaged in local services

· Its about more than the provision of services- needs of families; support; childcare; early intervention; anti-poverty work; parents encourages ( helped to take responsibility ) each family is different.

2

· Some initiatives have been successful- projects should move on to doing this kind of stuff e.g ASP –outdoor activity
· Solution are long-term and require commitment from government

· Projects/agencies pooling resources (including schools) in order to provide activities/ supports for young people (e.g. riding and basketball in Ballymun ) esp. at particular times e.g. 9-11 in evenings

· Out of hours work- nights/ weekends

· CAB money to be re-invested

· Implement measures in the children’s act

· Hill Street should be defended and used as an example – supposed to be an inter-agency initiative

· Task Force Initiative- Diamond Diner, late night youth café could be resurrected, projects could commit to staffing at different times.- could become a model of interagency 

· Holistic approach

· Young people must be involved in discussion about ASBOs. anti-social behaviour and alternatives e.g. YPAR, Voter Participation

Aisling Reidy

· Background to ASBO’s and introduction of ASBOs to the UK

· E.g’s of ASBO’s

· Never been applied anywhere except the UK

· Criminal Justice Bill- discussion document, Draft Bill nothing about ASBOs.

· In Lord Mayor speech indicated UK model of ASBOs

· Amendments- ASBO; electronic tagging; drug users register
· 15% in UK- 10 young people per week in jail for breach of ASBOs.

· Some role back on ASBOs – Ireland 14 years +, integrate them into Children’s Act. Last for 2 years.

· Minister still not provided the look of ASBOS

· Council of Europe- Human Rights Watch dog- Ambos in the UK

· Impact on young people

· No due process, based on hear say

· In 5 year period, only 42 Ambos refused in the courts

· If banned from an area, have to tell community, in UK hand out photos of those who have been ASBOed

· Not part of a solution/ solving problem

· Cheap and easy from a political point of view

· Quarter million euro to have a young person in jail, how many youth workers would this pay for?

· Back on the agenda for Dail in the autumn
· ASBOs will be the only solution, will not offer anything else after this.

Community Policing Forum

· Board of management – can’t take a position on ASBos until published.

· Their model is being replicated throughout the country

· Revolving doors at the Children’s Court- community service- give back to the community

